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November 2, 2006

Dear CCC:
I am sending this letter in regard to our concerns of disturbing trends we

have witnessed in the last few years. The drastic falling entries at the shows
and the obvious lack of new faces, while at the same time Paint competitors
are dominating the open shows.

During the past month we have sold six paints, all excellent quality.
Unfortunately none of these new owners plan to compete at CA APHA
shows. Befuddied I asked all of these new owners what were their reasons
for not attending our shows. All had trainers, the horseflesh and a good
trailer. Here are some of the answers I received.

To expensive, don’t like showing once and paying for 4 to 8 judges.
Don’t win anything, and Paint clubs are dominated by a select few.
To many shows to attend and placed to close together.
Horrendously long days.

Not treated well by show management.

Cannot continually take my child out of school or miss work to
attend.
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Admittedly I have complained about some of these same things, and have
been told over and over to make a choice. I believe many other Paint
owners have made their choices, and the numbers are reflecting this.

I personally believe we will have to court the core owners of our breed to
get healthy numbers back to our shows, The greatest nunbers would be
middle-aged workingwomen and families with children that attend breed
shows so everyone can do their own thing. It is all well and good to have
shows the top 20 people attend, but there are only so many of these types of
competitors. Some suggestions that may or may not help but I think some of
them would be beneficial. ,
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1. Seventy-eight judges in one state dilute the numbers at each show.
Most individuals cannot get off that much work or be excused from
school to attend. Cut the number of judges.
2. Thirteen POR’s have drastically driven competitors expenses up.
Promote 2 judge shows, by letting clubs rotate the POR’s or offer






